safely bridged without the clinical judgment and experience which are amply in evidence in the chapters on treatment.
Several beautiful hypotheses, those that have purported to explain the action of tricyclic antidepressants included, are almost done to death by a number of brute facts. The psychopharmacological revolution has greatly expanded knowledge of neurotransmittters in the brain. But one is left wondering whether anything definite is known for the present about the biochemistry of depression or the manner in which antidepressant compounds achieve their remarkable effects.
There are particularly valuable chapters by Everitt and Keverne on animal models of depression; Iversen and MacKay on the pharmacodynamics of antidepressant and anti manic drugs; and Paykel on predictors of treatment response. Tyrer provides a long-needed review of the use of monoamine oxidase inhibitors and Crow and Johnstone provide a lucid introduction to the vast literature on clinical and theoretical aspects of electroconvulsive therapy. This first volume to be issued by the British Association for Psychopharmacology augurs well for the quality of its future publications.
SIR MARTIN ROTH

Professor of Psychiatry University ofCambridge
Hypertension, vol I No. l. H P Dustan (ed) pp 66 Annual sub. US $40 (6 issues) Dallas: American Heart Association 1979 Readers are sharply divided into those who Welcome the appearance of a new journal and those who do not. I now receive no less than Sixteen, most of them because I am an Honorary Member or Fellow. Needless to say I cannot read them all. The specialist in hypertension will welcome a new journal devoted to nothing else so that, as Winston Churchill said about the Left B?Ok Club, he can behave like a caterpillar eating hIs own special kind of leaf.
As journals go this new journal is an attractive one. It is edited by Dr Harriet P Dustan whom all Who know her respect deeply and admire. Her associate editors and the editorial board are correspondingly distinguished. The journal is attractively produced by the American Heart Association. The first number begins with an editorial setting out the aims of the journal which 'must be of high quality, provide critical peer review of submitted articles, publish results of both laboratory and clinical investigations, be international, become self-supporting, and submit to a progress review in three years to decide its value to the field and its future viability. In the beginning there are to he six issues per year.' It is followed by six Papers on experimental animals and three on man. The articles are of high quality so the journal is off to a good start. No doubt it will find its place in the bookshelves of allhypertensionologists', It has my sincere good wishes.
SIR GEORGE PICKERING
Emeritus Regius Professor ofMedicine University ofOxford
Psychopathology: Its Causes and Symptoms F Kriiupl Taylor (revised edn) pp 362 £5.50 Sunbury on Thames: Quartermaine House 1979 Dr Kraupl Taylor's account of psychopathology, which first appeared in 1966, addresses itself to the difficult task of clarifying the several meanings of the concept and of illustrating its several uses. These include, as he comments in the introduction to this revised and updated edition, not only phenomenological descriptions and psychodynamic mechanisms but also 'the meaning of clinical symptoms and diseases, the relationship of psyche and brain, the difference between objective physiological phenomena, the difficulties of nosological classifications, and the various aetiologies of disease'. The author's success in presenting all the various aspects of his large theme springs from a rare combination of long clinical and teaching experience, a scholarly and critical approach and a lucidity of exposition which carries the 750 references lightly. His book should be on the shelves of all psychiatrists and not a few general physicians.
MICHAEL SHEPHERD
Professor ofEpidemiological Psychiatry University ofLondon
Microbial Disease: the use of the laboratory in diagnosis, therapy and control D A J Tyrrell et al. pp 340 £ 16 London: Edward Arnold 1979 This book is unique in its approach. It deals with what is described as the interface between laboratory and clinical medicine. Disease due to all kinds of microbe, from viruses to helminths, are included. No attempt is made to describe any disease in depth or to give details of laboratory methods. A medical reader, faced with an undiagnosed but probably infected patient, will find information enabling him to make a tentative diagnosis in most cases, even when the patient has recently arrived from abroad and may suffer infection not normally encountered in Britain. He is advised how to initiate appropriate investigations; treatment and control measures are recommended pending their result, as well as after a firm diagnosis has been achieved. Diagnosis is helped by tables giving the frequency of infections in Britain and there are photographs illustrating how best to take samples for laboratory diagnosis. Infection control methods are set out in detail in the first of three valuable appendices; the others deal with routine immunization and the collection of specimens.
